JUNE 23, 2019 • THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

PLEASE JOIN US AGAIN THIS YEAR!
CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION AT 11:30AM. SUNDAY JUNE 23
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BAPTISM
Parents who are registered and practicing members
of the parish should call the rectory to make
arrangements.
RECONCILIATION
Before and after all weekend Masses. Or at any time
at the Rectory.
WEDDINGS
Couples who are registered and practicing members
of the parish may call the rectory eight months in
advance to make arrangements.

† MASS INTENTIONS †
SATURDAY, June 22
4:00pm – Intentions of Mr & Mrs Jose Narciso – 50th
Wedding Anniversary!
SUNDAY, June 23
8:00am – George Vargas
10:30am – Edward & Avis Cayton
MONDAY, June 24
8:00am – Theodore J. Wojcik
TUESDAY, June 25
8:00am – Fernando Cabral
WEDNESDAY, June 26
8:00am – Joaquim Camara & Daniel Moniz
THURSDAY, June 27
8:00am – Manuel DaCosta
FRIDAY, June 28
8:00am – Intentions of Alice Rocheleau
SATURDAY, June 29
4:00pm – Jennie Bradshaw. Mary E. Fraga. Lucilia
Homen
SUNDAY, June 30
8:00am – Ralph Hodgson
10:30am – MaryLou Heher – 1st Anniversary

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you to our parish! Registration forms are
available at the entrances of the church. Please complete
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH
For more information, please contact President,
Paulette Caton 508-369-2558.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914
For more information, please contact Grand Knight,
Bob Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

PRAYER and ADORATION
MONDAY NOVENA
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena
is held on Monday evenings at 7:00pm with
Rosary and Benediction.
TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP
Meets every Tuesday at 6:30pm in the
Church. Rosary adoration and prayer.
WEDNESDAY HOLY HOUR
Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 7:00pm
includes the Divine Mercy Chaplet for The
Sick and The Dying
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in CHAPEL
Adoration Chapel open Monday through
Friday 9:00am to 7:00pm
First Friday of the month after 8:00am Mass
until 6:00pm.

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Edward A. Murphy, Pastor
508-824-5577 ext. #1
Joseph Teixeira, Sexton
Nathaniel DeCastro, Music Director & Organist
774-328-2721
nathaniel0519@comcast.net
Faith Formation Coordinator
sallymedeiros@icloud.com. 774-526-2640
Nancy Roberts, Administrative Assistant
508-824-5577 ext. #2. 508-822-1401 fax
standrewtaunton@comcast.net
St. Vincent DePaul
508-880-1583

SANCTUARY MEMORIAL CANDLE
(Week of June 23th)
The Sanctuary Candle
is in memory of
Jean A and Mary Coulombe

St Andrew the Apostle. 19 Kilmer Ave. Taunton, MA
Office: 508-824-5577. Fax: 508-822-1401

www.standrewtaunton.org
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way of the cross when He meets Veronica or like a
bride and her Groom setting each other’s hearts
afire as St. Faustina states, “June 1, 1937. Today,
the Corpus Christi procession took place. At the
first altar, a flame issued from the Host and pierced
my heart, and I heard a voice, Here is My resting
place. Ardor burst into flame in my heart. I felt that
I am transformed completely into Him [1140].”

From
Father Murphy

THE CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION
and DIVINE MERCY

St. Faustina’s health was often frail and on several
occasions, she received the anointing of the sick
thinking she might die. Often she was weak but
during the processions, Jesus made up for what she
lacked in health as St. Faustina wrote, “I felt so
weak that I lost all hope of participating in the
procession … I said to the Lord, ‘Jesus, if my
prayers are pleasing to You, give me the strength
for this moment that I may take part in the
procession.’ At that same instant, I felt strong and
certain that I could go along with the sisters in the
procession [1668].”

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ (the feast of Corpus Christi) is the celebration
of Christ’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. As
Our Lord is carried through the streets of cities and
villages around the world, the faithful give public
witness to their faith and devotion to the Holy
Eucharist.
Such processions have been undertaken for eight
centuries, and they have brought many to a deeper
spirituality. St. Faustina, the Polish saint who
brought forth the Divine Mercy devotion, witnessed
several profound experiences with Jesus during
Corpus Christi processions.

There are many graces to be found in walking the
streets in solemn procession with Jesus. All are
invited to walk with their eyes fixed on Jesus.
People pray, sing, process, as the clergy bless the
four corners of the earth with the Lord at different
altars in order to place the planet under His
protection. When Jesus says to St. Faustina during
the Corpus Christi procession,
“These rays of mercy will pass through you, just
as they have passed through this Host, and they
will go out through all the world [441].”

In her diary, she wrote, “Once, the image was being
exhibited over the altar during the Corpus Christi
procession [June 20, 1935]. When the priest
exposed the Blessed Sacrament, and the choir
began to sing, the rays from the image pierced the
Sacred Host and spread out all over the world
[441].”
St. Faustina also saw the mercy rays piercing the
sacred Host in another procession, “I saw the same
rays coming forth from the Sacred Host, just as they
are painted in the image. My soul was filled with
great longing for God [657],” she wrote.
In many ways, Jesus made himself known to the
young saint as she took part in various Corpus
Christi processions. “… I heard a voice coming
from the Host: ‘Here is My repose.’ During
Benediction, Jesus gave me to know that soon a
solemn moment would take place on this very spot
[1136],” she wrote.
In another Corpus Christi procession, Jesus and St.
Faustina would comfort each other as during the
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“See All the People…” Mikayla Amadi, a Bishop
Stang High School student and parishioner at Our
Lady of the Assumption in New Bedford, speaks
about her experience as a participant in Christian
Leadership Institute in the most recent Catholic
Charities Appeal video. “Today’s youth are up and
coming leaders of the Church,” said Mikayla. Your
gift to the 2019 Catholic Charities Appeal gives the
next generation a chance to bear witness to their
faith and develop confident voices to uphold their
faith for decades to come. Make your Appeal gift or
pledge today by mail, in church, or online at
www.givefrdiocese.org/cca19. And you can watch
Mikayla’s
full
story
by
visiting
www.catholicfoundationsema.org/mikayla.

This Sunday June 23rd
Feast of Corpus Christi Procession
11:30pm
All are invited!
Hymns ~ Feast of Corpus Christi
Opening – O Sacrament Most Holy #333
Offertory – Unless a Grain of Wheat #506
Holy/Sanctus #932
Lamb of God/Agnus Dei #936
Communion – I Am the Bread of Life #363
Recessional – The Church’s One Foundation #419

As of June 16th, 201 parishioners have
pledged or donated $ 41,194.00

Upcoming Second Collections
June 23 – Roof Repairs
June 30 – Catholic Charities Appeal

LA SALETTE RETREAT CENTER
On Sunday, July 14th. Balancing Prayer and
Work: Dancing the Delicate Dance with
Presenter: Michael Boover. Many of us seek to live
a life that balances leisure and labor but are hardpressed to actually do so. This retreat invites
participants to explore the “ins and outs” of the
spiritual life by opening to inner and outer
movements that may prove helpful and hopeful in
the daily round of faith. Participants will be invited
to integrate needed contemplation with blessed
activism in their particular life circumstances. 9:15
am – 4:00 pm (Registration begins at 8:30 am).
Lunch and Mass included in the program.
Suggested Donation: $45 per person

WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT
Thank you for your support to our Parish
family. The Offertory for the weekends of
June 16th :
Weekend Masses
Diocesan Assessment
Candles
Women of Faith

$ 3207.00
2354.00
34.00
2000.00

HOLY HOUR
Tuesday June 25th at 6:30-7:30pm
In preparing for Rebuilding with the
Holy Spirit’s Guidance.
Please join in this important prayer time!

BAKERS…LOOKING FOR BAKERS…
The parish is having a Bake Sale this weekend of June
22nd and 23rd to help raise funds for the Catholic
Charities Appeal.
Make sure to stop for something sweet after MASS.
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WOMEN OF FAITH

QUILT RAFFLE & 50/50 RAFFLE
Don’t forget to stop and buy your raffle tickets.
There will be two quilts being raffled off on June
23rd. $5 each or book of 6 for $20. As well as a
50/50 Raffle. All proceeds go to the Catholic
Charities Appeal 2019.

FAITH FORMATION
Thinking about being a Faith Formation teacher or
aide but just aren't sure? Here are a few reasons
why it can be rewarding to help out in the religious
education program.
3. You will be handing on a 2000 year old tradition
that changes lives.
4. The children provide you with energy and hope.
5. You will be helping nourish the faith of the
parish children.

The Women of Faith’s last meeting was an outing
to LaSalette Shrine and dinner at Briggs.
We want to thank the Women of Faith for all their
support throughout the year, raising money to
support the parish.
Cookbook sales, Soup-A-Bowl, Lollipops, and
Mother’s Day flowers. Donating to the parish
$2000.00!
Thank you ladies for your constant support and
dedication to the parish.
MOVIE NIGHT at HOLY FAMILY PARISH
On Wednesday, June 26th, at 7:00pm we will be
showing Gosnell: The Trial of America’s Biggest
Serial Killer movie. It's a true story about an
abortionist who harmed many women. Holy Family
Pro-Life Group is hosting the movie. Also, after
they will have details if anyone is interested in
traveling to DC with us in January for the March for
Life.

Classes will begin on September 8th and will be held at
Galligan Public Schools on Sunday mornings from
9:10am – 10:20am.

ONGOING REGISTRATION
There are registration forms available at all the
entrances to register your child(ren) for Religious
Education for the upcoming 2019-2020 classes.

Reminder there is a Strategic Planning meeting for
Five Parish Planning Session groups on
Wednesday, June 26th at 6:00-9:00pm at St
Anthony’s.
4

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness…
to give you a future full of hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

June 15, 2019

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary, Annunciation of the Lord, St. Jude the Apostle, St. Anthony and St. Andrew the
Apostle Parishes:
Last Sunday, we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost. Pentecost was the beginning of the Church’s Mission! The Holy
Spirit was sent by Christ to sanctify the Church. The Holy Spirit enlightened and strengthened the Apostles, so they
could preach the Gospel fearlessly.
For the last few months, representatives of your five parishes have been fearlessly embracing and preparing for
change through the hard work of strategic planning. Working together, they are building bridges, strengthening
relationships and establishing new partnerships to help ensure a stronger future, together.
When your plan is complete, it will not mean the “end” of anything – just the opposite. It will represent a beginning
of a new paradigm. In order for this strategic plan to succeed, it is vital that the planning that has begun, continues.
First Approval: To date, the good work of the strategic planning teams, coupled with conversations and counsel that
I have received from our Taunton pastors, has led to a recommendation of creating two Linked Parish models. I am in
agreement with this recommendation.
A linked model means that the five parishes in Taunton will remain independent at this time. However, with this new
relationship, we will establish two groups of linked parishes and each group will operate with one central
administration office and an appropriate staffing structure to be put in place to 1) manage the administration –
bookkeeping, operations, and facilities maintenance of the campuses, and 2) provide leadership for all faith formation
and evangelization programs along with coordination of parish ministries. This will allow our priests to be priests –
freeing the clergy from the day-to-day burdens of administration.
The two groups of linked parishes will be:
1. St. Andrew the Apostle and Annunciation of the Lord; and
2. St. Jude the Apostle, St. Mary and St. Anthony
The Clergy: On June 23rd, Rev. James J. Doherty, C.S.C., will be celebrating his final Mass as pastor of St. Mary
Parish. Please join me in thanking Fr. Jim and the Holy Cross Fathers for their years serving the good people of St.
Mary’s.
•

With the departure of Fr. Doherty, the three parishes of St. Mary, St. Jude and St. Anthony will enter a new
relationship. With the goal of maintaining the three as distinct, vibrant parishes, I will entrust their pastoral
care to two priests in solidum — a Latin term that means “in solidarity.” Rev. Freddie Babiczuk and Rev.
Thomas E. Costa, Jr., will serve as pastors in solidum, or as equals.

•

Rev. Edward E. Murphy and Rev. Gerard A. Hebert will serve as pastors in solidum (as equals), responsible for
the pastoral care of St. Andrew the Apostle and Annunciation of the Lord Parishes.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness…
to give you a future full of hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
Exercising pastoral care in this way requires the designation of one priest to serve as moderator. Our Church’s Canon
Law defines the role of moderator as “the one who directs the joint action and answers for it to the bishop”. Fr.
Babiczuk will serve as moderator for St. Mary, St. Jude, and St. Anthony and the centralized administration office that
will be established for the three parishes.
Fr. Murphy will serve as moderator for St. Andrew and Annunciation of the Lord and will be responsible for the
centralized administration office established for that group.
In addition, I am counting on this planning process to identify ways that all five parishes –which are in such close
proximity, can collaborate and work together for a stronger future. This is evident in your strategic planning.
We will optimize these weeks ahead by completing the strategic plan for Taunton so that you may begin to transition
from planning to implementation with your new leadership teams in place. Let us continue to work together to build
the “future full of hope” that Jeremiah foretold – in Taunton and beyond! May God bless us on this journey of
Rebuilding in Faith and Hope!
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.
Bishop of Fall River
Questions and Answers:
1. How did the Bishop decide on creating two groups of Linked Parishes? At the second Taunton strategic
planning meeting, a straw poll was taken among the six different planning teams. More than 100 of the planners
participated in the poll, and several options of possible collaborative groups among the five parishes were
identified. The Finance and Administration planning team then considered all of the suggested alternatives. After
considerable discussion, the Finance and Administration team recommended to the Bishop the top two suggested
groupings that surfaced from the straw poll. The Bishop took these two suggestions and then met with the
pastors. The final decision came about based on the recommendations of the 100+ planners, input from the
Finance and Administration planning team, and discussion with the pastors.
2. What does “in solidum” pastoral leadership mean? It is a team approach to parish ministry – each priest
serving as a full Pastor, but sharing the work among two, or three parishes. This new way of ministering does not
mean any one parish will be closed or receive less attention. This is being done specifically so these parishes can
be vibrant, active and worshiping communities. This model of ministry may also benefit other parishes in the
future. One of the co-equal “in solidum” Pastors will serve as “moderator” – the coordinator of the team, and the
representative to the Bishop.
3. Why couldn’t our pastors just stay in their current parishes? After the Bishop appointed the moderator for
each collaborative group, the Bishop and the Pastors together discussed the ideal teams – how their individual
talents could best be utilized in the leadership of these two linked parish models.
4. What do parishes stand to lose if they partner? Some parishes worry that they might lose their sense of
identity. The point of strategic planning is not to reduce parishes to the lowest common denominator, but rather
to ensure that we continue to celebrate our heritage with others. Our parishes have unique and uplifting traditions
based on culture, ethnic backgrounds, worship styles and leadership. We want to continue to celebrate those
traditions, but we have to be inviting to others sharing not only our traditions, but our faith as well. As our members get
older, there are fewer and fewer people who understand or even recognize some of these traditions. If we don’t
consolidate our resources and at the same time, reach out beyond the walls of our church buildings, our traditions
will soon be relics of the past. Such is the work of strategic planning.

