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As we continue to celebrate the season, of Easter, let
us pray that our faith in Jesus will continue to grow,
so that we, too, can say with the conviction of St
Thomas: "My Lord, and my God”.

By Father Edward A. Murphy

Reflections:
1. “Peace be with you” was the greeting of Jesus on
meeting his frightened apostles. Who has come to
you bringing peace at times when you were
frightened? For who have you been an agent of
peace?

Gospel John 20:19-31
Today’s Gospel contains further proof of the
resurrection. It gives us an account of Jesus giving
the apostle the power to forgive sins. And it reminds
us of how strong our faith needs to be.

2. Thomas, doubting and questioning , is possibly a
person with whom we can identify. What part have
doubts and questions played on your faith journey?
How has your faith been strengthened by such
moments?

I recall a retreat master saying on one occasion: “the
work of the priest is about setting people free”
When Jesus appeared to the apostles on the evening
of Easter Sunday, that is what he did for them– he
set them free, and he gave them the power to do the
same for others.

3. Note the way Jesus dealt with Thomas. He did not
give out because Thomas doubted. He took him
where he was and led him along to see the truth of
his resurrection. Who has been that kind of a teacher
for you, gently taking you where you were an
leading you on to a deeper knowledge of some truth
about life? For whom have you been that kind of
teacher?

One of the greatest deceptions of sin is that it
appears to give us greater freedom, yet it does the
opposite: it takes away our freedom and it increases
our fear and anxiety. When we sin, we compromise
ourselves, frequently making ourselves dependent
on others, and so we loose much of our
independence and freedom.

4. “Blessed are they who have not seen and yet
believed.” That requires great trust. Perhaps you
have had the experience of being trusted without
having had to prove every step along the way. What
was it like to be trusted in that way? Who have you
been able to trust in a similar manner?

Jesus wants to release us from the slavery of sin,
and that is why he gave the apostles and their
successors the power to forgive sins. Today, we
receive the forgiveness of Christ through the
sacrament of reconciliation. We should see this
sacrament as an invitation from Jesus to be from our
sins, and an opportunity to restore our freedom.

(Intercom)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus also reminded the apostle
of the importance of their faith. St Thomas was
representing all of us. He was expressing doubts and
vowing the uncertainties which test our faith from
time to time. Faith does not always come easily.
Sometimes, believing is not a problem, but at times
it can be a real challenge
It is worth remembering that the faith of the apostle
was no overnight experience. It was something
gradual, which increased as they became more
intimate with Jesus. The same is true of our faith. It
will grow and deepen, provided we pray and have
contact with Jesus.
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DIVINE MERCY ABC’S
From the diary of a young Polish nun, named Sr. Faus na Kowalska, a special devo on to the mercy of God is spreading throughout the world.
The message is nothing new, just a reminder of what the Church has always
taught: that God is merciful and forgiving and that we, too, must show mercy
and forgiveness.

The ABC’s of Mercy
The message of mercy is that God loves us – all of us, no ma er how great our
sins. He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we
will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. It is a message we can call to mind
simply by remembering ABC.
Ask for His Mercy — God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly, repen ng of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the
whole world.
Be Merciful to Others — God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow
through to others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as
He does to us.
Completely Trust in Jesus — God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy
are dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.
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POPE FRANCIS offers EASTER PRAYER for CORONAVIRUS SICK
Pope Francis broke with centuries of tradition to livestream Easter Sunday mass to those suffering in the solitude of a coronavirus lockdown that forced the world's Catholics to improvise on their holiest day.
The 83-year-old pontiff spoke to the world's 1.3 billion Catholics from a hauntingly empty St Peter's Basilica at a ceremony attended by just a handful of priests and a small choir that was spaced out across the marble floor.
The pandemic raging outsides the Vatican's locked gates has killed more than 109,000 people and left billions confined to their homes.
The pope's message was livestreamed for the first time -- a bow to technology in the face of a new illness
that has changed the shape of society and altered the way religion is observed.
"For many, this is an Easter of solitude lived amid the sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing,
from physical suffering to economic difficulties," the pope said quietly.
A handful of priests and a few faithful also gathered at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem's Old
City -- locked down like the Vatican -- to say prayers at the spot where Christians believe Jesus was crucified and resurrected on Easter.The pope urged the world's leaders to put aside their political fights and call back their armies during a global health emergency of a magnitude not seen in 100 years.
"This is not a time for division," Francis said.
"May Christ enlighten all who have responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the courage to support the
appeal for an immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the world."
He said health considerations required world powers to ease crippling economic sanctions imposed against
their adversaries -- a possible reference to those weighing over pandemic-hit Iran.
"In light of the present circumstances, may international sanctions be relaxed, since these make it difficult
for countries on which they have been imposed to provide adequate support to their citizens," Francis said.
He called for a "reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the debt burdening the balance sheets of the poorest nations" and for European nations to show the same "solidarity" they did in the wake of World War II.
"After the Second World War, this beloved continent was able to rise again," he said.
"The European Union is presently facing an epochal challenge, on which will depend not only its future but
that of the whole world."
Officers stand outside St Peter's Square which is sealed off due to the Covid-19 outbreak
The pope's virtual Easter Sunday message was just the most vivid example of religious improvisation in the
age of social distancing and confinement.
The faithful have already followed his advice and found creative solutions.
The archbishop of Panama took to the air and blessed his tiny Central American nation from a helicopter.
The faithful in Spain blasted religious music from their balconies during Holy Week.
A parish near the Philippines' capital Manila pasted the empty pews with family photos that the faithful had
emailed to the priest.
(continued next page)
4

April 19,2020

Second Sunday of Easter

Devine Mercy Sunday

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

(Continued)
The Catholic Church in the Philippines is urging the faithful not to kiss the cross. Its Orthodox counterpart in
Greece is planning to hold mass behind closed doors for its Easter on 19 April.
"Seven out of ten Greeks enjoy roasting lamb for Easter," Greek meat trader Angelos Asteriou told AFP in
Paris.
"That's not happening this year."
Jews across the world did their best by using Zoom or other video conferencing apps to "seder-in-place"
when the eight-day Passover holiday started on Wednesday evening.
Westminster Abbey in London is following the technological trend by releasing Easter podcasts for the faithful of the Anglican Church.
Priests at France's Catholic shrine in the southwestern town of Lourdes began relaying nine consecutive days
of prayers by Facebook Live and YouTube.
The pope himself has in previous years observed Holy Thursday service marking Christ's last supper by
washing the feet of 12 inmates on the outskirts of Rome.
The virus has now made this impossible.
Francis instead said a prayer for the dozens of priests and health workers who have died across Italy while
attending to the sick since the outbreak began in the Mediterranean country's north in February.
"They are the saints next door, the priests who gave their lives by serving," Francis said.
He invited five nurses and doctors to accompany him for the Good Friday processions in order to highlight
their profession's sacrifices over the past month.
Francis himself has reportedly been tested twice for Covid-19 since coming down with a cold at the end of
February.
He told the Catholic newspapers that people across the world could try to spiritually escape their confinement through introspection.
"So, to be in lockdown, but yearning, with that memory that yearns and begets hope," the pope said.
"This is what will help us escape our confinement."
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The Spirit of Medjugorje
Our Lady’s Prayer for the Sick
Our Lady dictated the following prayer to Jelena, one of the locu onists
from Medjugorje, on June 22, 1985
O my God, this sick person here before You had come to ask You what he
desires and what he believes to be the most important thing for himself.
Grant, O God, that these words enter into his heart: “It is important to be
healthy in the soul!”
Lord, may Your Holy Will be done unto him in everything. If You wish that
he be healed, may he be given health. But if Your Will is diﬀerent, may he
con nue to bear his cross. I pray to You also for us who intercede for him.
Purify our hears so as to make us worthy of Your Holy Mercy to be given
through us. Protect him and relieve his suﬀerings. May Your Holy Will be
done unto him.
Through him may Your Holy Name be revealed. Help him to bear his
cross with courage.
(Pray the Glory Be prayer three mes)
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*MASS INTENTIONS
*

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

Sanctuary Lamp for April

ST ANDREW THE APOSTLE
AND
ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD

Gilbert Coute Jr. & Sr.

St. Andrews Church
Sanctuary Lamp for week of April 12th
Angelo Chaves

SATURDAY, April 18th
4:00pm Jorge & Anne Botelho & Mr. & Mrs.
Antonio Araujo and son & daughter
Joaquim, and Fatima Correia and
parents
SUNDAY, April 19th
8:00am Mr. & Mrs. Jose Salazar, Manuel,
Maria Pinheiro, Manuel Rodrigues,
Joaquim “Jack” Camara –1st
Anniversary
Joaõ Coelho and the Souls of
Angelina Moitoso and deceased
family members
MONDAY, April 20th
8:00am— Ann Thornley (Birthday)
Antonio, Angelina, Maria, and
Antonio Gonsalves and João Silva
TUESDAY, April 21st
8:00am - Ana & Antonio Freitas, Cedalia
Freutas, JoséMoitoso
Deceased Members of the Gorczyca
Family
WEDNESDAY, April 22nd
8:00am - Joanne Menard
José A. Correia and the Souls in
Purgatory
THURSDAY, April 23rd
8:00am - Firmo Faria, Idalina Silva
August Ferreira
Jonathan Carmo
FRIDAY, April 24th
8:00am Ruth Medeiros (20th Anniversary)
Dora McGlynn, Shelia Julio
Rena Sullivan
SATURDAY, April 25th
4:00pm Silvia Pina
John T. Fielding
Sunday, April 26th
8:00am Bronislaw Grodecki, Rosa Machado
Manuel & Maria Rosa Pimental
Jonathan Carmo

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

St. Andrew the Apostle
Adoration Chapel open Monday through Friday
9:00am to 7:00pm
CONFESSIONS @ ST ANDREW THE
APOSTLE

By appointment only, call the rectory
PLEASE be mindful of social distancing!
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ST JOSEPH ADORATION CHAPEL

Taunton Community Access and Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
St Josephs Chapel will remain open 7 days a
week for those who wish to visit with the Lord.
Please remember our social distancing e que e and remain 6 feet apart.

VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm
Saturday at 11:00am

If you are not feeling well, please be mindful
of others and stay home.

Sundays at 3:30pm

UPDATE
St. Andrew the Apostle
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SCHOLARSHIPS UPDATE
Will be awarded to graduating high school seniors who meet the qualifications and are members
of St Andrew the Apostle Parish. All interested
students should contact Laurindo DaGraca 508824-4147 or Michael Wojcik 508-822-4254 of St
Andrew Knights of Columbus

After much consideration the decision has been
made to tentatively reschedule the Penny Sale from
April 25th to June 27th. We will send out a
confirmation of this date as soon as we can.
Thank you
Kathleen and Kathy

High school seniors submitting scholarship applications should submit whatever they have
by July 1st and we will award the winners in
September when hopefully any applicant may
complete their submission.

WOMEN OF FAITH
Are offering a $250.00 scholarship to a student
who is a parishioner and will be attending Coyle
and Cassidy Middle School. Scholarship applications are available in the parish office and at the
entrances of the church. The deadline to apply is
Saturday, April 18th

All Faith Formation Classes are suspended for the
year.
No First Communion or Confirmations until
further notice.
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Our Lady of Lourdes School
52 First Street
Taunton, Massachuse s 02780
April 6, 2020
Dear Parents, Parishioners and Friends:
To all those who made our Annual Penny Sale the great success it was. The en re Our Lady of Lourdes
School Community sends its thanks.
To our students and their families, who worked to set up the gym, gave prizes, cer ficates, food items, or
helped in any way that night, we thank you.
To the Parish Community, and the greater Taunton Community, who also supported us by
dona ng, or coming out that day, we send you our thanks. Due to the unfortunate Corona Virus scare, there
were less than the usual number of people, but we had a great me anyway!
To our behind the scenes people, who worked so relessly before, during, and a er the event, especially
Claire Travers and Janice Rosa, we thank you, and do not know what we would have done without you.
Many do not realize the eﬀort that goes into making such a fund‐raiser a success. It is only through the help
and coopera on of all that we are able to complete the task successfully.
Gratefully in Christ,
Ms. Mary Turner, Principal
Sister M. Margre a, Dev. Director
& the Development Commi ee
Winners of the Money Raﬄe
$500.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00

‐ Joseph Paulo
‐ Chris ne L. Granham
‐ Judy Collins
‐ Darlene Lucas
‐ Paul Bowen
‐ Paul Bowen
‐ Patricia Babbi

$50.00 ‐ Pinarreta Family
$50.00 ‐ Carlos Goncalves
$25.00 ‐ Chris Palladino
$25.00 ‐ Andrea Mirka
$25.00 ‐ Pinarreta Family
$25.00 ‐ Melissa Clark

Congratula ons to all!
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Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salva on and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salva on of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feas ng
a er this me of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our suﬀerings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrec on. Amen.

Under your protec on, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain
the entrea es of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O
glorious and blessed Virgin.
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Bringing the Holy Mass to you Daily!

On the internet go to our webpage:
CSTAUNTON.ORG
Or Turn your television to TCAM
at 1:00pm
(see below)

Also watch the Holy Mass on
Television Daily
At 1:00pm
T C A M TV
Taunton Community Access and Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm
Saturday at 11:00am
Sundays at 3:30pm
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A Secure & Convenient Way to Contribute to Your Parish

Online donations may be made at any time from the comfort of your own home or any place with internet
access. Online donations are credited to your tax statement for the end of the year (except when made
anonymously), and you can change your account preferences and donation amounts at any time. Benefits
of Online Giving include:
No need to hassle with checks or cash
24/7 web based access
Easily schedule recurring donations to coincide with your pay period
Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards such as air miles or cash bonuses
No need to share bank account information because you enter it directly into the Online Giving secure site
Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend parish services
Contribution amount is easily adjusted as needed
Option to remain anonymous
How Do I Get Started?
1. Create A New Account
Go to the Online Giving login page and click Create New Account.
2. Enter Your Account Information
Login Information
The User ID must be 6-12 characters and contain both letters and numbers (such as smith78). The password you choose must be 8-16 characters and contain letters, numbers and at least one symbol such as !,
@, & or *. Do not enter information for the Registration Code as that is for account administrators only.
Personal & Address Information
The e-mail address must be unique. You cannot use the same e-mail address for two different User IDs.
Be sure to enter information in all boxes.
Payment Information
You can add multiple payment methods with your preferred Bank Accounts and/or Credit Cards.
Setting Up Your First Gift
The setup wizard then guides you through the process of setting up your first gift. You can select from
any of our funds including our Sunday Offering or our regular Second Collections.
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St Joseph’s Adoration Chapel

Please note that Adora on Chapel is open to everyone
7 days a week.
Please remember our social e que e and remain 6 foot
apart.
If too many in the chapel, the church will be open as well.
If you are unwell, please refrain from visi ng.
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CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC CHURCHES
Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor
CHURCH STAFF
Nancy Roberts – Administrator - standrewtaunton@comcast.net
Jackie Paige – Administrative Assistant – annol325@comcast.net
Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant – 508-824-5577
Sally Medeiros -Director of Religious Education - faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
Nathaniel Castro – Director of Music Ministry - nathaniel0519@comcast.net
Kevin Correia – Organist
Tara Sousa – Youth Minister
Thomas Canuel – Youth Minister
Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance
Sacristans – Phil Cronan. Susan Orton. Michael Wojcik. Richard Alvarnaz

SCHOOL STAFF
Mary Turner – Principal – mturner@ololtaunton.com
Angelina Correia – Business Manager acorreia@ololtaunton.com
Kathaleen Tutino – School Secretary
Sr. Mary Margretta Sol – Development Director
Sr. Donald Marie Kerr – Catholic Identity Director

Parish Offices
St. Andrew the Apostle
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-5577. 508-822-1401 fax

Annunciation of the Lord (Office)
282 Somerset Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-823-2521. 508-823-2522 fax

282 Somerset Ave. Taunton, MA 02780
Women of Faith
Paulette Caton 509-369-2558

St. Vincent DePaul
Annunciation of the Lord: 508-821-9577
St Andrew the Apostle:

508-880-1583

St. Andrew the Apostle Knight of Columbus
Bob Crossman 508-823-7920
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